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About James River Singers
Founded in 1995 and reorganized in 2001, James River Singers is a classical 
chamber choir dedicated to presenting high-quality choral concerts 
within and beyond the Richmond, Virginia, community. The members are 
volunteers selected by audition. The choir’s repertoire includes a cappella 
and accompanied repertoire from a wide variety of style periods and musical 
traditions. James River Singers is widely admired for its creative programming 
and musical excellence and has performed in a number of distinguished 
concert series in the Richmond and Washington, D.C., areas. 

The Conductor
David Pedersen became the artistic director and conductor of the James 
River Singers in 2011 after having joined the ensemble as a singer in 2007. 
Mr. Pedersen serves as director of music at St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Richmond, Virginia, where he conducts adult and youth choirs. He is also 
the director of the University of Richmond Women’s Chorale. Mr. Pedersen 
has conducted premiere performances of commissioned works by Benjamin 
Broening and Chen Yi. Choirs under his direction have performed in concert 
tours of the United States as well as Austria, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, 
Hungary, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. He frequently serves as a 
clinician and adjudicator at choral festivals. 

Mr. Pedersen has previously directed the music programs at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Catholic Church in Newport News, Virginia, and Risen Christ 
Catholic Community in Boise, Idaho. He founded and directed the Honor 
Choir, Women’s Chorale, and Classical Guitar Ensemble at Bishop Kelly High 
School in Boise, Idaho, from 2003 to 2006. In 2006 his high school choirs were 
invited to perform in Austria and Czech Republic for the celebration of the 
250th anniversary of Mozart’s birth. Mr. Pedersen holds Bachelor of Music 
and Master of Music degrees from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, 
Arizona. He is a member of the American Choral Directors Association and the 
Church Music Association of America.

James River Singers is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Your generous 
tax-deductible contributions will allow us to continue providing high 
quality choral music in exciting venues throughout the greater Richmond 
metropolitan region. Donations can be mailed to James River Singers, 11148 
Oakcrest Drive, North Chesterfield, VA 23235.



This is My Song  Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)
   poem: Lloyd Stone (1912-1993)

Mo Ghile Mear  Traditional Irish
   arr. Desmond Earley (b. 1974)
  text: Seán Clárach Mac Dómhnaill (18th c.)

Wes Dunnavant, tenor
Edward Chandler, bass

Amanda Simon, alto
Tim Drummond, bodhrán

There Will Come Soft Rains  Ivo Antognini (b. 1963)
           poem: Sarah Teasdale (1884-1933)

The Promise of Living  Aaron Copland (1900-1990)
Hope Armstrong Erb, piano

She Walks in Beauty  Paul Mealor (b. 1975)
   poem: Lord Byron (1788-1824)

Thanks Be to God  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Intermission

A New Creation  René Clausen (b. 1953)
1. Prologue
2. All Flesh is Grass
3. O Be Joyful
4. The Call
5. Lament
6. Agnus Dei
7. I am the Bread of Life
8. A New Creation
9. The Greatest of These is Love
10. Hymn
11. The Spirit Helps Us
12. Praise the Lord

Wes Dunnavant, tenor; Laura Pritchard, soprano; Edward Chandler, bass; Joel 
Coreas, tenor; Joe Cuilla, bass; Jessica Pedersen, alto; Laurelyn Morrison, alto; 

Kathryn Clikeman, soprano; Alana Marsh; alto

There Will Come Soft Rains



Texts & Translations
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This Is My Song Music by Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)
 Text by Lloyd Stone (1912-1993)

Sibelius published his beloved tone poem Finlandia in 1900 as the final 
movement of a patriotic set of pieces commemorating various events in 
Finnish history. The music was first performed at a festival which served as 
a protest to increasing censorship from the Russian Empire. The title of the 
piece was changed in future performances in order to avoid conflicts with the 
censors. Sibelius later arranged the hymn-like final section of Finlandia as a 
stand-alone piece, with a newly composed Finnish text. At least six Christian 
hymns have been written using Sibelius’ music. Poet Lloyd Stone wrote the 
text for our arrangement in 1934.

This is my song, O God of all the nations,
A song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is;
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
But other hearts in other lands are beating
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
And skies are ev’rywhere as blue as mine.
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations,
A song of peace for their land and for mine.



Mo Ghile Mear Traditional Irish
 arr. by Desmond Earley (b. 1974)
There are many versions of this traditional Irish folk song. The original text was 
composed by Seán Mac Domhnaill (1691–1754) in the early 18th century. The speaker 
is the Gaelic goddess Éire, who laments the exile of Charles Stuart, popularly known as 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, who led an unsuccessful rebellion to restore the Stuarts to the 
English throne in 1745. The goddess represents the entire country of Ireland, which has 
become desolate at Charles’ exile. Even nature is in decline as the whole population 
mourns the loss of their beloved leader. 

Chorus:
‘Sé mo laoch, mo ghile mear,
‘Sé mo Shaesar, ghile mear,
Ní bhfuaireas féin aon tsuan ná séan,
Ó chuaigh i gcéin mo ghile mear.

Bímse buan ar buairt gach ló,
Ag caoi go crua is ag tuar na ndeór
Mar scaoileadh uaim an buachaill beó
Is ná ríomhtar tuairisc uaidh, mo bhrón.

Chorus

Ní haoibhinn cuach ba suairc ar neoin,
Táid fíorchoin uaisle ar uatha spórt,
Táid saoite suaite i mbuairt ‘s i mbrón
Ó scaoileadh uaim an buachaill beo.

Chorus

Is cosúil é le hAonghus Óg,
Le Lughaidh Mac Chéin na mbéimeann mór,
Le Cú Raoi, ardmhac Dáire an óir,
Taoiseach Éireann tréan ar tóir. 

Chorus

Le Conall Cearnach bhearnadh poirt,
Le Fearghas fiúntach fionn Mac Róigh
Le Conchubhar cáidhmhac Náis na nós,
Taoiseach aoibhinn Chraoibhe an cheoil. 

Chorus
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Translation
My Gallant Darling

Chorus:
My dashing darling is my hero,

My dashing darling is my Caesar,
I have had neither sleep nor good fortune,

Since my dashing darling went far away.

I am perpetually worried every day,
Wailing heavily and shedding tears

Since my lively boy was released from me
And there is no word of him, alas.

Chorus

The pleasure of the cheerful cuckoo at noon is gone,
The affable nobility are not bothered with sport,

The learned and the cultured are worried and sad
Since the lively lad was taken from me.

Chorus

He is like Young Aonghus,
Like Lughaidh Mac Chéin of the great blows,

Like Cú Raoi, great son of Dáire of the gold,
Leader of Éire strong in pursuit.

Chorus

Like Conall Cearnach who breached defenses,
Like worthy fair haired Feargas Mac Róigh

Like Conchubhar venerable son of Nás of the tradition,
The pleasant chieftain of the musical [Fenian] Branch.

Chorus



Texts & Translations (cont.)
There Will Come Soft Rains Ivo Antognini (b. 1963) 
 Poem by Sara Teasdale (1884-1933)
Sara Teasdale’s poem was written during World War I and first published in Harper’s 
Magazine in 1918. She would later include the work in her 1920 collection, Flame and 
Shadow. The lines come alive with images of plants and animals, with the hope that 
nature will heal itself after the ravages of the war. “Soft rains” will gently cleanse the 
land of its scars, and healing will begin to renew all creation. Ivo Antognini is a highly 
regarded composer of choral music who teaches at the Conservatorio della Svizzera 
Italiana in Lugano, Switzerland.

There will come soft rains and the smell of the ground,
And swallows circling with their shimmering sound;
And frogs in the pool singing at night,
And wild plum trees in tremulous white;
Robins will wear their feathery fire, 
Whistling their whims on a low fence-wire;
And not one will know of the war, not one
Will care at last when it is done.
Not one would mind, neither bird nor tree,
If mankind perished utterly;
And Spring herself when she woke at dawn
Would scarcely know that we were gone.

The Promise of Living
Thanksgiving Song from The Tender Land Aaron Copland (1900-1990)
This is the most well-known piece from The Tender Land, an opera written by Aaron 
Copland in the early 1950’s. The opera tells the story of a Midwestern farm family at 
harvest time in 1930. Originally, the opera was written to be performed on television 
but the producers at NBC rejected the work. Adaptations for stage were made and 
various revisions of the opera were performed live with varying degrees of success. The 
Promise of Living is frequently performed by choirs and concert bands, and it features 
the melody from Zion’s Walls, a traditional revival song which Copland set for solo 
voice in his first set of Old American Songs.

The promise of living with hope and thanksgiving
Is born of our loving our friends and our labor.
The promise of growing with faith and with knowing
Is born of our sharing our love with our neighbor.
The promise of living, the promise of growing
Is born of our singing in joy and thanksgiving.

For many a year we’ve known these fields
And known all the work that makes them yield,
Are you ready to lend a hand?
We’re ready to work, we’re ready to lend a hand.
By working together we’ll bring in the blessings of harvest.
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The Promise of Living (cont.)
We plant each row with seeds of grain,
And Providence sends us the sun and the rain.
By lending a hand, by lending an arm,
Bring out from the farm the blessings of harvest.
Give thanks there was sunshine, give thanks there was rain,
Give thanks we have hands to deliver the grain.
O let us be joyful, O let us be grateful to the Lord for his blessing.

O let us sing our song, and let our song be heard.
Let’s sing our song with our hearts, and find a promise in that song.
The promise of ending in right understanding 
Is peace in our own hearts and peace with our neighbor.

The promise of living, the promise of growing
The promise of ending is labor and sharing and loving.

She Walks in Beauty Paul Mealor (b. 1975)
 Poem by Lord Byron (1788-1824)
Welsh composer Paul Mealor began taking private composition lessons as a boy, and he 
has since become an internationally acclaimed artist. His setting of Ubi Caritas was heard by 
over two million people around the world when it was performed by the Westminster Ab-
bey choirs for the wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton. His 8-part setting of 
Lord Byron’s beloved poem She Walks in Beauty features passages of dreamy chord progres-
sions that delicately paint the portrait of an ideal woman. Images of light and darkness from 
nature are used to reflect the beauty of her face and character.

She walks in beauty, like the night 
Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 
And all that’s best of dark and bright 
Meet in her aspect and her eyes; 
Thus mellow’d to that tender light 
Which heav’n to gaudy day denies. 

One shade the more, one ray the less, 
Had half impair’d the nameless grace 
Which waves in every raven tress, 
Or softly lightens o’er her face; 
Where thoughts serenely sweet express, 
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place. 

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow, 
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent, 
The smiles that win, the tints that glow, 
But tell of days in goodness spent, 
A mind at peace with all below, 
A heart whose love is innocent.



Thanks Be to God
from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Mendelssohn was a champion of the music of J.S. Bach, and in 1829 he organized 
the first performance of the St. Matthew Passion since the composer’s death. 
Mendelssohn’s love for Bach and Handel’s music motivated him to compose his own 
oratorio following the models laid out by the Baroque masters. The famed oratorio 
Elijah premiered in 1846. The work is scored for solo quartet, orchestra and chorus, 
and portrays the events in the life of the prophet. The biblical texts used in the various 
movements are taken mainly from 1 Kings and 2 Kings, as well as other books from 
the Old and New Testaments. Thanks Be to God is the chorus which closes Part 1 or the 
oratorio, and the text is taken from Psalm 93.

Thanks be to God,
He reviveth the thirsty land!
The waters gather, they rush along; they are lifting their voices!
The stormy billows are high; their fury is mighty; 
But the Lord is above them, and Almighty!

Intermission

A New Creation René Clausen (b. 1953)
World-renowned composer and conductor Dr. René Clausen has served as conductor 
of the Concordia College Choir since 1986. He is the artistic director of the Emmy 
Award-winning Concordia Christmas Concerts, which are frequently featured by PBS 
stations throughout the nation. Describing his motivation to compose this multi-
movement cantata, Clausen writes that he tries to “characterize, through music, various 
aspects of the human/God, God/human relationship. Awe and wonder, unworthiness 
and doubt, mercy and forgiveness, love, joy, and peace, are all wrapped together in 
this piece, as indeed these elements are wrapped together in our daily lives.” Vivid 
nature imagery from the Bible abounds in this piece. A New Creation was originally 
composed for chorus and orchestra. Keith Tan has adapted the orchestration for piano 
for our performances.

1. Prologue
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. In 
Him was life, and the life was the light of all. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth. (John 1: 1, 4-5, 14)

2. All Flesh Is Grass
All flesh is grass, and its glory as the flow’r of grass; the grass withers and the flow’r 
fades, but the word of the Lord endures forever. (1 Peter 1: 24-25) 
Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy on my soul. (Mass text) 

3. O Be Joyful
O be joyful in the Lord, serve the Lord with gladness. Come before God with a song. 
(Psalm 100:  1-2)
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4. The Call
The Lord called me from the womb, 
from the body of my mother he named my name. 
I am honored in the eyes of the Lord,
and God has become my strength.

Come, my way, my truth, my life:
Such a way as gives us breath;
Such a truth as ends all strife;
Such a life as conquers death.

Come, my light, my feast, my strength:
Such a light as shows a feast;
Such a feast that mends in length;
Such a strength as makes his guest.

Come, my joy, my love, my heart:
Such a joy as none can move;
Such a love as none can part;
Such a heart as joys in love.
(George Herbert, 1593-1632)

5. Lament
I to myself have neither pow’r, nor worth, patience, nor love, nor anything right good. 
My soul is a poor land, plenteous in dearth. Here blades of grass, there a small herb, 
for food, a nothing that would be something, if it could. But if obedience in me grow I 
shall one day be better, better than I know. (George MacDonald, 1824-1905)

6. Agnus Dei
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere.
(Mass text)

7. I Am the Bread of Life
I am the bread of life. Who so comes to me shall never hunger, and who so believes in 
me shall never thirst. I am the living bread from heaven. If you eat this bread you shall 
live forever.
(John 6: 35,51)

8. A New Creation
Therefore, whoever is in Christ is a new creation. The old has passed away; you are a 
new creation. Behold the new has come! Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

9. The Greatest of These Is Love
If I speak in tongues of men and angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong, or a 
clanging cymbal; and if I have prophetic pow’rs, and understand all mystery, all knowl-
edge, and if I have faith to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. Love is 
patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude; love does not 
insist on its own way; love does not rejoice in the wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends. (1 Corinthians 13: 1-2, 4-8)
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10. Hymn
Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm,
for love is strong as death.
Many waters cannot quench love
neither can the floods drown it.
(Song of Songs 8: 6-7)

11. The Spirit Helps Us
The spirit helps us in our weakness, for we know not how to pray. The spirit pleads for 
us, with sighs too deep for words; and God, who searches us, knows the mind of the 
spirit. (Romans 8: 26-27)

A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you. You shall be my 
people, and I shall be your God. (Ezekiel 36: 26, 28)

12. Praise the Lord
Praise the Lord; 
Praise him in his sanctuary;
Praise him in his mighty firmament;
Praise him for his mighty deeds;
Praise him for his greatness.
Praise him with a trumpet sound;
Praise him with harp and lute and timbrel and dance.
Praise him with strings and pipe;
Praise him, laud him; 
Praise him with sounding cymbal;
Praise him with loud clashing cymbal.
Let ev’ry thing that has life praise the Lord!
Alleluia.
(Psalm 150)

Lord, now let thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared for all people. A light to lighten the 
Gentiles, a light to thy servant Israel, to the glory of thy people Israel. (Luke 2: 29-32)

Dona nobis pacem. (Mass text)

Texts & Translations (cont.)
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Come sing with James River Singers!
We are always looking for qualified singers to join us. Please contact 

the James River Singers to schedule an audition. Contact information is 
on the JRS website at www.thejamesriversingers.com.

Special Thanks
Donors who make our work possible:

Allan and Margot Blank Foundation
Carpenter Foundation

Cable Foundation
Dominion Energy

Concert Venues:
Church of the Holy Comforter and University of Richmond

Rehearsal Venue:
University of Richmond Department of Music, Jeffrey RIehl, chair 

Program: 
Claudia Kessel, David Pedersen, and Danielle Ripperton

Dates for the Holiday concerts are already selected; 
we hope you can join us in December!

Friday, December 13 at 7 p.m.
Church of the Holy Comforter

Saturday, December 14 at 7 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church

Mark Your Calendars!



David Pedersen
Artistic Director and Conductor

Keith Tan
Piano

Soprano
Lizzie Barnett

Kathryn Clikeman
Claire Krouse 

Kerrissa MacPherson
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Suzanne Mathias 
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Katy Stockdon

Tenor
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Aaron Frisbie
Steve Linas
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Laurelyn Morrison
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Martin Erb
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